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Recent research has illustrated how important a handful of storms are to California’s water year 

outcomes both for supply and flood management.  These storms have been tied to atmospheric 

river (AR) events.  Interannual and decadal scale variability has also been tied to the number, 

strength, and character of AR events.  As the State moves further in its effort toward integrated 

water management, there is a growing need to understand, observe, and detect atmospheric 

river conditions.  To that end, California has invested in a network of new observations 

designed to identify, track, and characterize atmospheric river events making landfall in 

California.  This talk will review the components of that network, and present avenues for 

incorporating the observations into water management planning and operational activities that 

make up integrated water management.  Next steps on this path that identify observation gaps, 

explore opportunities for expanding and adding to the network, and managing operations and 

maintenance costs will be identified as well. 


