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NOAA Fisheries and FIRO

1. NOAA Habitat Blueprint Initiative ï

Russian River Habitat Focus Area (2012 to present)

A. Multi -NOAA line office (NMFS, NWS, OAR, NOS) 

demonstration projects ïSix  projects

Å Rebuilding endangered cohoand threatened steelhead through 

habitat protection and restoration

Å Improving frost, rainfall, and river forecasts in the Russian River 

watershed 

Å Increasing community resiliency to flooding and drought through 

improved planning and water management strategies

2. NOAA Fisheries Biological Opinions (BiOps)

A.    Interagency- consultations on the ESA and protections

FIRO



ESU: California Coastal (CC)

Chinook Salmon
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha 

Fall-run

General life history:

Å Mainstem spawning/rearing 

Å <8 mos. in freshwater (juveniles)

Å 2 - 4 yrs. in saltwater (sub-adults)

Å Semelparous (1x spawners)

ESA-listing status: Threatened



DPS: Central California Coast (CCC)

Steelhead Trout
Oncorhynchus mykiss

Winter-run

General life history:

Å Tributary/mainstem spawning/rearing 

Å 1-2 yrs. in freshwater (juveniles)

Å 2 yrs. in saltwater (sub-adults)

Å Iteroparous  (repeat spawners)

ESA-listing status: Threatened

CCC Steelhead, Russian River

CCC Steelhead, Russian River

CCC Steelhead, Russian River



ESU: Central California Coast (CCC)

Coho Salmon
Oncorhynchus kisutch 

Fall-run

General life history:

Å Tributary spawning/rearing 

Å 1 yr. in freshwater (juveniles)

Å 2 yrs. in saltwater (sub-adults)

Å Semelparous (1x spawners)

ESA-listing status: Endangered



Fisheries and can FIRO help ?

Ample flows

Fish passage

Spawning

NMFS, Sonoma Water and Army Corps are engaged in monitoring to identify
appropriate  water conditions for fish.

Cold and Clear water

East Branch

West Branch


