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AUTHORIZED PURPOSES

• Reservoirs are engineering solutions 
designed to meet one or more purposes

• Purposes must be authorized through 
legislation

• Authorized purposes can be specific or 
general in nature
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OPERATING PURPOSES

• Purpose for which water management decisions are made

• General rule – reservoir is operated to its authorized purposes

• Exceptions:
• Not economical
• Changed conditions in watershed
• Served incidentally by meeting other purposes
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AUTHORIZED / OPERATING PURPOSES

• Authorized/operating purposes can include (but are not limited to):
• Flood Risk Mitigation (Flood Control)
• Navigation
• Hydropower
• Recreation
• Fish and Wildlife Conservation
• Water Quality
• Municipal and/or Industrial Water Supply
• Irrigation
• Groundwater 

MUST BE AUTHORIZED FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSE 
TO OPERATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSE
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OPS FLEXIBILITY – INCIDENTAL BENEFITS

• Operational flexibility exists for meeting authorized purposes
• Especially for release schedules

• Flexibility can produce incidental benefits

Flood Release < Inflow Streambank
Erosion Reduction

Fish Flows Water Quality
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SPK EXAMPLE – BIG DRY CREEK DAM

• Originally authorized for flood control only in 1941

• Constructed in 1948

• Included in Redbank and Fancher Creeks Flood Control Project, authorized in 1986 WRDA
• Included groundwater recharge
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SPK EXAMPLE – BIG DRY CREEK DAM
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SPK EXAMPLE – BIG DRY CREEK DAM
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SPK EXAMPLE – BIG DRY CREEK DAM
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SUMMARY

•Reservoirs must be operated to authorized purposes

•Operational flexibility producing incidental groundwater recharge benefits may help

•If not, having new groundwater recharge authorized purpose added may be necessary
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