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What is FIRO?

“FIRO is a flexible water 
management approach that uses 
data from watershed monitoring and 
improved weather forecasting to help 
water managers selectively retain or 
release water from reservoirs for 
increased resilience to droughts and 
floods. FIRO applies emerging 
science and technology to optimize 
water resources and adapt to climate 
change without costly infrastructure.” 
– Feb 2021

https://cw3e.ucsd.edu/FIRO_docs/LakeMendocino_FIRO_FVA_ExecutiveSummary.pdf
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FIRO Requires Accurate and Reliable Forecasts
Lavers et al. (2016)
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Lake Oroville Spillway | Feb 2017



FIRO Requires Accurate and Reliable Forecasts

Cordeira and Ralph (2021)



How do we reduce precipitation forecast uncertainty? 
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