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If I Hear “Atmospheric River” 
One More ******* Time…
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What Keeps Me Awake?

How much of a brat will 
my 2 year old be today?

Will I make it to work 
before the snow squall hits?

Am I out of Trader Joe’s 
bourbon?
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What Keeps Me Awake? (Professionally)

Complacency

Exposure

Selfishness



Should I buy a ski pass 
for this winter? 

…on July 22nd
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It Starts With Seasonal Outlooks…
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October 2016
Fire AND Floods Within 12 Hours.



7
Reno National Weather Service

Forecasting for the Sierra and western Nevada since 1905

January & February 2017 
Back to Back River Floods. In a Desert.
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April, May, & June 2017 
All That Snow is Coming Down. Somehow.
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What Did We Learn?

Wind - onion of the AR sandwich

Atmospheric River = red alert

Lead time. Lead time. Lead time.

Scenario forecasts help prepare
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