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* Atmospheric Rivers (ARs) are prominent drivers of orographic precipitation on 60
the West Coast and the orientation of the AR as 1t makes landfall could have a
large 1mpact on the upslope orographic precipitation of the event, on the basis that
perpendicular vapor flux 1s correlated to storm total precipitation

* This project focuses on two methods for determining the orientation angle of the
AR at landfall
* Objective computational method - Method for Object-Based Diagnostic Evaluation

(MODE) of the Model Evaluation Tool (MET) created by the National Center for

Atmospheric Research (NCAR) Developmental Testbed Center (DTC) (Bullock and

Brown n.d.)
* Hand collected data method - Video and Annotation Reference System (VARS), created
by the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) (Schlining et al. 2006)
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* AR storm criteria . Object selection (MET MODE)

* Length > 20°
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