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San Diego Fire-Rescue
Swiftwater Rescue Team

• 25 Member  Team 

• Season: November 15 - April 15

• Wettest Months, Dec – Feb

• Annual Training & Certifications

• State CalOES, US&R Resource

• Lead Swiftwater Team in County

• 1-2+ Day events cause the most 
significant activity
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Most Significant Flood Events

• 1978-79

• 1982-83  El Nino

• 1984

• 1987

• 1993

• 1994-95

• 1996-97 El Nino

• 2002

• 2007/08

• 2009/10

• 2010/11

• 2015-16  El Nino

• 2017
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Urban Flooding Threats on Roads
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Residential
Flooding
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January 5 & 6, 2016

Vehicle Rescue

Ped Rescue
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Tijuana River Watershed
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Hazards

Man-made Hazards Environmental Hazards
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Regional Response & Coordination
• San Diego City: FF’s, LG’s, Police, Utilities & Wastewater

• Regional Partners: Sheriff, OES, CHP, Cal Fire, Red Cross

• San Diego County Swiftwater Teams: Oceanside, Imperial 

Beach, Del Mar, Encinitas, BORSTAR, Elfin Forest
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River/Flood Rescue Responders

• Emergency personnel, vehicles

• Boats, tech gear, floatation

• Trained for medical aid

• Specialized skills & techniques

• Coms with like agencies

• Staging at strategic locations

• First unit deployed and last unit 
released

• Expandable Incident Command

• Dependent on weather info
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Flood Rescue Guides
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Swiftwater Rescue Size-Up Checklist
Location

✓ Determine accurate address & location of victims on river

Victims

 Number of victims 

 Disposition: stable or free floating

Water Conditions

✓ Standing, slow-med-fast, depth if known

Hazards

 Submerged objects, floating debris, obstructions

Precipitation

✓ Current Precipitation, Micro-cell forecast
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