A brief summary of 07-10 April 2016
CA/NV cutoff low event
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Summary

e 2 consecutive cutoff lows brought
precipitation to CA, Great Basin, Las Vegas
area
— Low #2 more widespread impact than Low #1

— 72 hr totals generally <1-3 in

* Periods of heavy precipitation as areas of high
vorticity circulated around low

e Subtropical moisture entrainment into low;
does not reach atmospheric river criteria
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72 hour snowfall totals*

Mt Rose Ski Area

Kirkwood Ski Area

*As reported by each ski resort




Snow Level Radar: San Bernadino, CA
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Snow Level Radar: San Luis Reservoir, CA

ESRL Physical Sciences Division
FMCW S-band Snow Level Radar
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Impacts

* Minor impacts

— Delayed/impacted outdoor events
e Giants/Dodgers game in SF delayed

— Some flooding in Las Vegas area
* Generally beneficial precipitation

 May have impact on fire season in Great
Basin, CA)

— Spring rains increase vegetation that dries out in
summer fire months



U.S. Drought Monitor April 5, 2016

{Released Thursday, Apr. 7, 2016)
We St valid 8 a.m. EDT

Dyought Conditions (Percent Areg)

None | DO-D4 [D1-D4 D4
Some of worst drought areas Cument | 3250 | 6150 | 3564 | 15.00 | 952 | 433
saw a ~0.5-3 inches in thIS. Last Week | az63 | 6737 | 3424 | 1482 | 053 | 478
storm— namely southern Sierra,
3MonthsAgo | o5 4o | opan | 4517 | 25.43 | 13.00 | 6.85
southern Central Valley, and veaus o
Santa Barbara’ San LUiS ObISpO Cal?:r:z%:{;r 3347 | G6.83 | 45.07 | 20.30 | 15.92 | 6.85
counties vg::\"gar 3277 | 77.23 | 6781 | 4242 | 2650 | 7.62
Q282013
L LW One YearRgo | 7770 | 7230 | sae0 | 37.72 | 17.04 | 763
Intansify:
DO Abnommally Dy - D3 Extrem e Drought

01 Moderate D rought - Dd E xceptional Drought

02 Severe Drought

The Drought Monjior focuses on Broad-scale condgions,
Local conditions may vary, See accormpaniing text sumimany
for forec ast staterments,

Author:

Fichard Tinker
CRPCNOAAMNWSMNCER

http ://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/




April ‘tis the season for closed and cutoff lows in the Southwest

Average Event Total by Month, 1948-2014
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