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Quick Look at Potential For Heavy Rain and Flooding in the Four Corners Region
Updated: 28 September 2026

Tropical moisture from Hurricane Polo and the remnants of Odalys will interact with a mid-level
trough to produce widespread rainfall over the Four Corners region today into Wed 30 Sep.

Forecast Highlights:
e As of 8 am PT today, Hurricane Polo was located less than 100 miles west of the Baja

Peninsula, with maximum sustained winds of 115 mph. Polo is forecast to move
northeastward over the next 36 hours, bringing storm surge, dangerous winds, extreme
rainfall, and flash flooding to portions of Baja California Sur and western mainland Mexico.

e Moisture associated with Polo and the remnants of Odalys will spread into the interior
southwestern US today, with integrated water vapor (IWV) forecast to exceed 40 mm in
southern Arizona and approach 30 mm in portions of the Upper Colorado River Basin.

e Meanwhile, a mid-level shortwave trough currently located over California is forecast to
slowly propagate eastward during the next few days. The combination of tropical moisture
and dynamical forcing for ascent downstream of the trough will support moderate-to-heavy
rainfall across the Four Corners region, particularly in Arizona and New Mexico.

e The NWS Weather Prediction Center is forecasting at least 2—4 inches of total precipitation
across much of eastern Arizona, western New Mexico, and the San Juan Mountains in
southwestern Colorado through 5 am PT Wed 30 Sep.

e Moderate risk (level 3 of 4; 240% probability of flash flooding) excessive rainfall outlooks
(EROs) have been issued for much of Arizona and New Mexico, as well as southern Utah
and southern Colorado, today through 5 AM PT Wed 30 Sep.

e Deterministic and ensemble model guidance are showing the potential for some watersheds
in northeastern Arizona and northwestern New Mexico to receive >20% of normal total water
year precipitation from this event.

e There is still some uncertainty in forecast precipitation amounts, with the ECMWF ensemble
generally favoring higher totals in much of Arizona and southwestern Colorado compared to
the GEFS ensemble. In the Middle Little Colorado watershed, >50% of ECMWF ensemble
members are forecasting >20% of annual precipitation, whereas only ~50% of GEFS
ensemble members are forecasting >10% of annual precipitation.

e The Little Colorado River is forecast to exceed flood stage at Winslow, AZ, and Holbrook,
AZ, later this week. Six other stream gages are forecast to exceed action stage.

e Rainfall from this event will likely provide some drought relief to portions of the
southwestern US, especially areas experiencing severe-to-exceptional drought in New
Mexico and southern Colorado.

Stay alert to official NWS forecasts, watches, and warnings at weather.gov and follow guidance
from local emergency management officials
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10-day Watershed QPF: Middle Little Colorado Watershed
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(a) HUC8 Watershed Acc. Precip Forecast: Middle Little Colorado
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U.S. Drought Monitor September 22, 2026
(Released Thursday, Sep. 24, 2026)

Four Corners (States) Valid 8 am, EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

Mone | DO-D4 |D1-D4 | D2-D4 ekSnt Sugeny

Cument 430 | 99.70 | 87.17 | 61.05 ( 27.90 | 553

Last Week
03152026

360 | 9640 | 9016 | 6842 [ 2967 | .05

IMONNSAQO | 4 g5 | gg 15 | 9470 | B0.50 | 2365 | 234
06-23-2026

Start of
Calendar Year | 13.87 | 86.13 | 63.36 | 30.86 | 268 | 0.16
01-06-2026

Start of
Water Year 16.94 | 83.06 | 7759 | 5917 | 17.27 | 1.09
09-30-2025

One YearAgo | 4g 3 | 365 | 77.83 | 6174 | 1870 | 117
09-23-2025

Intensity:

I:l None I:l D2 Severe Drought
l:l D0 Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
l:| D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condtions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:#droughtmonitor.unl. edw/About aspx
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Additional Considerations:

e Visit cbrfc.noaa.gov/ for specific river and stream forecasts and weather.gov/ for point
specific watches, warnings, and forecasts.

In-depth AR forecasts products can be found here: Update by C. Castellano

https://cw3e.ucsd.edu/iwv-and-ivt-forecasts/ clcastellano@ucsd.edu
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